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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

f 

PRAYER 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 

guest chaplain, Bishop Christopher 
Coyne of Vermont, the Diocese of Bur-
lington, will offer the prayer. 

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer: 

Let us pray. 
God of hope and God of peace, from 

whom all blessings flow, may Your 
spirit of peace and wisdom descend 
upon all here present for the work of 
the Senate. May each of us seek to 
serve the common good of all, both in 
our great Nation and in the world at 
large. 

And send some snow upon the ski 
slopes of Vermont soon. 

We ask this in Your Holy Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The President pro tempore led the 

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 

the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Morn-
ing business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will pro-

ceed to executive session and resume 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Frances Kay 
Behm, of Michigan, to be United States 
District Judge for the Eastern District 
of Michigan. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Senator from Michigan. 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
PETERS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

WELCOMING THE GUEST CHAPLAIN 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, we have 

so many things going on in Washington 
these days, with just about everything 
from budgetary matters to wrapping up 
this session of the Congress. 

I was delighted today to take a step 
back and, in my role as President pro 
tempore, introduce today’s visiting 
Chaplain. I am always pleased to intro-
duce the Chaplain, usually Dr. Barry 
Black, sometimes visiting ones, but 
this one is special. 

He is the bishop of Burlington, 
which, really, the diocese covers all the 
State of Vermont. His name is Chris-
topher Coyne. He knows our part of 
New England. He was born in Woburn, 
MA, and graduated from the University 
of Massachusetts with a B.A. in busi-
ness, St. John’s Seminary in Boston as 
a Master of Divinity, ordained a priest 
in June 1989, but then has fulfilled sig-
nificant roles, both in the diocese 
where he originated and with the Vati-
can in Rome. And I will talk more 
about that at another time. 

But he was elected chairman of the 
Committee of Communications of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

And when the bishops met, the voice 
you often heard was Bishop Coyne be-
cause of his credibility, his honesty, 
and the fact that he would give very di-
rect answers. 

And then Pope Francis named him 
bishop of the Diocese of Burlington, 
and he was installed in that January 
29, 2015, and brought a new, really, 
wave of enthusiasm into the Catholic 
diocese in Vermont. He made it a point 
to go around the State meeting with 
people. 

I would tell a personal story. I was at 
an event in Burlington on Veterans 
Day. I was going to be speaking there. 
And a jogger came up and tapped me on 
the shoulder. It was the bishop. He was 
out doing his morning run and walk. 
But it is something that is interrupted 
all the time because he will stop and 
talk with everybody, and they want to 
talk with him. 

He is the kind of bishop every diocese 
should have: approachable, honest, 
good for the community. He has 
reached out to the Jewish community, 
the Protestant community. It has 
brought enthusiasm on both sides. 

I see our distinguished majority lead-
er on the floor who has been working 
hard the last few days on too many 
things, but I know he will get us 
through it, and I will do my part on the 
appropriations. 

Mr. Leader, I just wanted to say a 
word about our distinguished visiting 
Chaplain Bishop Coyne, taking advan-
tage of the privileges of the floor, sit-
ting over there, and I will yield the 
floor and yield to you. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader is recognized. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 

thank Senator LEAHY for so many 
things he does, including his recent 
brief remarks a few minutes ago. We 
all know how much we are going to 
miss Senator LEAHY in this body and 
what a tower of strength and accom-
plishment he has been. But we will 
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